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"~ RECITALS AND

Stories Eminently Worth Telling of Experiences and Adventures
- : in the Great Natiomal Struggle.

-

5 McCLELLAN
.’ 'Sotes om Early Days of Cavalry.

Esditor National Tribune: T have al-
Ways been, and expect to continue till
my last day, a constant reader of the
soldiers’ paper. The National Tribune,
and have long been on the lookout for
e chance to “butt in."" Now one offers,
and here I am.

Lieut. Kempster, 10th N. Y. Cav., in
his “Early Days of Cavalry,” says:
“The Chicago Dragoons, commanded by
Charles W. Barker, numbering 110 men

L “were mustered ount in Sep-
tember, 1861, ete., ete. The facts in
the ecase are, the Dragoons were mus-
tered in April 19, 1861, and claimed to
be the first volunteer cavalry accepted
during the war, for three months. At
the expiration of the three mionths, in

July, they were mustered out in West
Virginia, at Gen. McClellan's head-
quarters. Capt. Barker made a depot

DRAGOONS.

REMINISCENCES.

Military Executions.

Editor National Tribune: 1 read in
your last issue an account of a double
military execution of soldiers for deser-
tion. It brought to my mind the execu-
tion of two soldiers by hanging at
Yorktown, Va., in the Spring of 1863.
At that time my regiment, the 168th

N. Y., was attached to Gen. Busteed’s
Brigade, First Division, Fourth Corps,
commanded by Gen. E. D, Keys. It is
a long time ago, but the incident made
such an impression on my mind that I
can still see the seaffold standing and
almost hear the drop fall. As our regi-
ment formed guard around the scaf-
fold I thought then, with many ot my
comrades, that at that time a better use
could be made of Union =oldiers. I am
sure a majority of the boys thought the
penalty too severe for the crime. 1
know that the officers took precautions
not to let the news of the-hanging reach
the North.  There was a paper pub-
lished at the fort called the Yorktown
Cavalier, and the issue, with account
of hanging, was taken from the soldiers

and stored his equipments, left a guard

and also from the regimental mail-bags

“SUB-TERRA

SHELLS

with them, and returned with his men
to Chicago. He there recruited a new
company, containing many of his old
command, while others of their num-
ber entered other commands, in higher
positions, and some rose to considera-
ble distinction. Geo. A. Forsyth,
“Sandy,” 1 believe was Corporal in the
three months command. All close
readers of the annals of the war times
know something of his career, espec-
fally of his last battle. He still lives,
I believe, and if necessary can vouch
for at least some of our dates.

With the new company Barker re-
turned to his depot in West Virginia.
The date of the muster of this com-
pany, now the McClellan (heretofore
the Chicago) Dragoons, was Aug. 2, I
think. They mounted with the old
equipments, and wearing the old uni-
forms, gray jackets, rode as a com-
mand and under very strict discipline,
to Washington, where they immediately
went on duty at McClellan’s headquar-
ters, as escort, mounted orderlies, mes-
BEngers, etc.

It was soon manifest that 100 men
were not sufficient for this duty. Seo
Gen. McClellan Instructed Capt. Bar-
ker to return to Illinois and see if he
could procure 100 more as competent
men and good horsemen as he then
commanded. If so, he would commis-
sion him as Major.

As the Chicago papers of the date
said, Barker selected his 102 men from
& great number, and selected so well
that when he reported to headguarters
with them they were not required to
pass any surgical examination—all the
formula being holding up their hands
end “mustering in.”

The date of this second company for
three years' enlistment was Oct. 22,
1861. The date of the organization of
the squadron of two companies was
Now. 1, '61. Here is where Capt. Shears
comes in. He was a Lieutenant of the
first three years company, and was Cap-
tain of Co A of the squadron. He com-
manded the 12th Ill. Cav. on the field
of Gettysburg, and no doubt handled it
as well as any regiment on that fleld.
David C. Brown, First Sergeant of the
first three-years company, was Captain
of Co. B, McClellan Dragoons. Barker
commanded the squadron as Major un-
til at Harrison's Landing, in July, 1862,
where he resigned.

The squadron accompanied McClellan
to the Peninsula in March, 1862,

When the Johnnies evacuated York-
town, Gen. Stoneman borrowed the
Dragoons, as he tried to in every emer-
gency, and with them at the head of
his column took up the pursuit early
Bunday morning, May 4. As soon as
we rode through the rebel works sub-
terra shells commenced exploding un-
der our horses’ shoes. The first killed
a horse and badly wounded its rider,
Knobel Irish. Overtaking the rear
guard of the retreating forces near Wil-
liamsburg, that beautiful Sunday, we
had out first regular baptism in bat-
tle. In a hot contest with “Jeff Davis
Legion,” a mounted command, Royce
and Smith were shot dead, and several
horses went down.

As escort, messengers, etc., we were
on every one of the Peninsular flelds.

McClellan loaned his mounted es-
cort to ride from Alexandria to Bull
Run No. 2 with Gen. Franklin.

We rode with our beloved chief to
South Mountain and Antietam, and well
remember that dreary, wintry day that
McClellan and Burnside rode together
In advance of the staff and escort, go-
ing south, and we were informed while
standing to horse that evening at War-
renton that that was our last ride with

MeClellan as commander of the Army
of the Potomac.

The command stayed at headquarters
through Burnside's ill-starred com-
mand.

The 4th day of March, 1863, soon
after Hooker assumed his ecareer
of blunders as commander of the
Ereat army, the McClellan Dragoons,

with Capts. Shears and Brown still com-
manding their respective companies,
bidding adieu to the headquarters with
which they had so long been attached,
rode over to Petomac Creek Landing,
went into eamp with the 12(h Iil. Cav.,
and from A and B McClellan Dragoons
became Cos. H and I, 12th Ill. Cav.

This statement of facts from one who
might say “All of which 1 saw, and part
of which I was,” is at your service, Mr.
Editor. The object of puting the truth
on record is all that prompted its re-

COMMENCED EXPLODING UNDER OUR HORSES'
SHOES.”

going North, probably for effect it would
have on enlistments, as at that time the
army needed all the recruits it could
get. I also wondered that Mr. Lincoln
did not, as he so often did, pardon or
at least commute the sentence; but Gen.
J. A. Dix was in charge of the Depart-
ment, with headquarters at Fortress
Monroe, and he was a strict disciplin-
arian, and not given to leniency where
articles of war were violated. The
names of the culprits were Dormody
and Clark, one belonging to Pennsyl-
vania infantry and one to Massachu-
setts artillery. The name of the man
murdered was Hezekiah Stokes. His
wife came to the execution in an ox-
cart driven by an old colored woman.
The circumstances of the crime, as near
a® I can recall, were as follows: There
were some fine peach orchards on the
Peninsula, and these men were out get-
ting peaches. The owner told them
they could have all the fruit they wished
if they would net destroy the trees;
but for some reason or other, after they
had taken what fruit they wanted, they
deliberately broke off branches and de-
stroyed several young trees. The own-
er then attacked and succeeded in giv-
ing both men a severe beating, and
drove them off. The next morning,
early, the men set out for revenge, one
of them leaving his post, being on
guard. They did not find the owner,
but met Stokes, his hired man, and
beat him so that death ensued in a few
days. On the scaffold they sald they
had no Intention of killing the man, as
they both had their revolvers with
them, which they did not use. They
were driven to the scaffold in an army
wagon, sitting on their coffins, ana both
were cool and brave in face of death.
The scaffold was built just outside of
Fort Yorktown, and the negroes cut off
pleces of the rope for charms. I never
heard of the South punishing soldiers
or citizens for crimes against Union
men. The whole section was hostile to
our troops. It was unsafe to go outside
our picket line to procure wood or wa-
ter.—W. G. Ferguson, Corporal, Co. H,
168th N. Y.
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Capt. K. R. Breeze, U. 8. Navy.

Editor National Tribune: In The
National Tribune of Oct. 26 one of your
correspondents asks for information in
regard to Capt. Breeze, of the Navy,
and the following brief sketch of his
services may be interesting:

Capt. Breeze was born in Philadel-
phia April 14, 1831, and appointed Mid-
shipman, Nov. 6, 1846. He has an ex-
cellent record of service In the Mexican
war. Prior to the civil war he served
on the Saratoga, St. Marys, Brandy-
wine, St. Lawrence, Mississippi, Ports-
mouth, San Jacinto and shore duty at
Annapolis Naval Academy.

During the civil war he served in the
Mississippi Squadron as Captain of the
gunboat Black Hawk. In September,
1864, he was transferred to the North
Atlantic Squadron as Fleet Captain on
the gunboat Malvern, which was the
flagship. He commanded the naval as-
sault on Fort Fisher, January, 1865,
after which he commanded the sloop-
of-war Plymouth in the European
Squadron. He died at Newport, R, I.,
Sept. 13, 1881.—William Simmons, His.
torfan. National Association of Naval
Veterans, Philadelphia, Pa,

In Hospital at Washington,

Editor National Tribune: Does the
lady still live, or her husband, who was
in Judiciary Square Hospital, Ward 5,
In August, 1864? Does she remember
of coming and stopping at the cot of
an Ohio soldler and saying: “You are
the sickest man in the ward. J am EO-
ing to have the Doctor stop and look at
You.” She did so,~much to my benefit.
There was a change for the better ina
few days. She came to see me for Bev-
eral days, when the husband, who was
an officer from Massachusetts, got a
furlough and went home. I was at
that time getting weaker and weaker
each day, and 1 have always thought
that her Interest in me made Just the
difference of life or death for me. 1
did not then have life enough or sense
enough left in me to thank her or ask
their name or address. All I wish now
is, If they are still alive, I will write
them and give the rest of the “story."”
There will be no affidavit in the case,
as In some others. But simply give me
a chance to thank them for their kind-

dtnl.l—.l. Mark Potts, Antler, Mo.

ness.—Dr. I. N. Smith, Box 181, West-
erville, Ohlo.

WAGNER’'S MEN.

Slight Loas Suataimed by the Brigade
Before the Works Were Reached.

Editor National Tribune: I have read
Capt. R. C. Rice’'s account of the battle
of Franklin with intense interest. In
general he gives a vivid picture of that
awful fight, but, using the figure he
employs in his first paragraph, 1 must
say that he furnishes some meore chaff
for the future historian to blow away.
He challenges correction, and I accept
the challenge. The spirit of his article
is excellent, and 1 simply want my
statements placed beside his for the
futuice historian to consider.

In the first place, I want to say that
I probably saw as much of the battle
of Franklin as any one man. This may
seem at first glance like boasting, but
there I no boasting in it. " I actually
saw little of the fight. No one man
saw much of it. 1 did not see the bat-
tle from the standpoints of Gens. Scho-
field, Cox, Stanley or Opdycke or Capt.
Rice; but they did not see the battle
from my standpoint, either., My regi-
ment, the 26th Ohio, occupied the ex-
treme right of the two brigades left
out in front through the blunder of
some one. My company was D, and
since the regiment had only a few over
a hundred in line, I was pretty close to
the cxtreme right of the advanced line.
Our position was of necessity a little
closer to the fortifications than the cen-
ter was, and when we fell back we nat-
urally reached the fortifications  first.
I crossed the breastworks just east of
the locust grove so often mentioned.
The works were then practically de-
serted. We stopped there and began
firing.

fortifications.
line gave way. Men seemed to be
leaving the works on each side of me,
and back I went. I went as far as the
Carter House. Then there was a move-
ment that sent us back to the front,
and this movement seemed spontane-
ous. I was with those who restored
the line. I remained on the firing line
till 10 o'clock or later. After the last
charge’ had been made and we had
waited to see whether the fighting
would be renewed, I leaned my head
against the works. I was so thoroughly
exhausted that I soon fell asleep. At
last one of the picket line shook me
and woke me up. Then I was aston-
ished to find that our army had crossed
the river, and only a picket line was
keeping up the firing. As I passed be-
hind the Carter House my heart was
moved by the large number of wounded
lying there. They did not seem to real-
ize that they were to be left to the care
of the enemy.

I -have given this personal narrative
to show that I was in the fight from
start to finish. I fired about 200 shots
from my Enfleld. .

Many things that I mention now
must be given from testimony. Much
of what Capt. Rice has written was the
opinion of others. A few things that
he has said cannot be sustantiated from
testimony at all. I have read the most
that has been written about the fight.
Gen. Cox’s book came out in 1882, not
in 1890, as the Captain says. That was
23 years ago. I reviewed the book at
the time, and had an interesting corre-
spondence with Gen. Cox concerning
the correctness of some of his state-
ments. I also had some interesting let-
ters from Gov. Porter, of Tennessee,
who was the Chlef of Gen. Cheatham'’s
staff. Gens. Cheatham and Porter both
confirmed my opinion on disputed
points. Their testimony was worth more
than any opinion that might be ex-
pressed by our men. They viewed the
battlefield in all its horrors a few min-
utes after our men crossed the river.
When I wrote my account of the

| fight more than 23 years ago, I had this

to say concerning Opdycke’s men:

“All unite in rendering to Col. Op-
dycke and his brigade unqualified praise
for their part in the battle. The praise
that they have received was fairly
won.ll

That was my opinion 40 years ago,
20 years ago, and it is my opinion to-
day. But I think Capt. Rice’s claim
that “Opdycke’'s Brigade alone, unaided,
retook and restored the line” is pre-
posterous. I heartily agree with the
Captain that “the general sentiment at
the time is the best criterion.” It cer-
tainly was the opinion of the Second
and Third Brigades at the time that
they were in the heat of the fight, not
simply in the retreat, but in the contest
that raged with such fury about the
pike. T never heard the question of
their being present raised until Gen.
Cox’s book came out 18 years after the
fight. Gen. Cox, in speaking of the two
brigades, says: ‘“He (Wagner) rallied
the disorganized brigades at the river,
but they were not again carried into
action.” This statement called out the
correspondence that I had with Gen.
Cox. Now, let us look at the actual
situation just before the rebels make
their charge. Strickland’s and Reilly’'s
Brigades held the center on each side
of the plke. Opdycke’'s Brigade lay a
short distance in the rear, as a reserve.
Wagner’'s other two brigades lay in
front. When Wagner's two brigades
fell back the rebels followed close at
our heels. In fact, it was a race to see
which would reach the works first.
What was the situation one minute
after the rebel line broke our center?
The two brigades of the Twenty-third
Corps and Wagner's two brigades had
fallen back 25 or 30 yards. This is cer-
tainly true of Wagner's men. Col. Op-
dycke’s Brigade was charging up the
plke to restore the line. Here, then,
were five brigades in the vicinity of the
pike, and some of them, or all of them,
restored the line. Gen. Cox would have
us belleve that two of those brigades
extricated themselves from that con-
fused mass and quietly retired to the
river in the rear, while the other three
brigades restored the line. Capt. Rice
would have us believe that one brigade,
Opdycke’s, extricated fitself from that
mass and regtored the line, “alone, un-
alded.” Is it not more reasonable to
suppose that men from all five of the
brigades restored the line? If the honor
of restoring the line does not belong to
all five of the brigades, must not much
of the honor belong to the two brigades
that suffered most heavily? The ques-
tion of loss {8 an argument absolutely
incontrovertible. Let us examine it. 1
suppose that Gen. Cox had access to
the official records and gives them cor-
rectly. .He says that the Union loss was
2,326, and adds that more than 1,000
were in the two brigades of Wagner.
Where did these two brigades suffer
this loss, a loss almost as great as all
the rest of the army together? They
certainly did not loge any men back at
the river. Had they been there, they
would have been out of the fight. They
certainly did not lose the men in front
of the works in the retreat. There was
no firing that amounted even to a lively
skirmish until the rebels got practically
up to our works. The Confederates
were trying to reach the works as soon
asx we did. They did not fire to amount
to anything, and those of us retreating
were otherwise engaged. As an eye-
witness of the movement I was abso-
lutely sure that our two brigades did
not suffer any considerable 1loss in
front. More than 20 years ago I wrote
to Gov. James D. Porter, of Tennessee,
the Chief of Gen. Cheatham’s staff, ask-
ing him whether on the morning after
the battle there were any Federal dead
or wounded any distance in front of the
works, and whether the Confederates
captured any considerable number of
Wagner's men. He replied that there
were no dead or wounded of the Fed-
eral army any distance in front of the
works, and that Wagner's two brigades
lost but a trifling number of men in the
retreat. Making his statement more
specific, he added that perhaps 15 or
20 men who had been wounded threw
down theli arms and surrendered. ' A
few days later, after he had conferred
with Gen. Cheatham, he wrote me
again, saying that in Gen. Cheatham’s
opinion Wagner’s loss in front of the
works was more insignificant than he
had estimated it. Gen. Cheatham also
says that his command lost scarcely a
man untll they got within 50 yards of

the works.
that W,
ner's two brigades did o~

It is perfectly pilain, then,
not sustain any

I fired several shots before the.
rebels got up to our hastily-constructed
I cannot tell how the]

loss to speak of in front of the works.
They could not have lo#k'a¥Wy men had
they been back at the river out of the
fight. How i= it, then, that these two
brigades lost nearly as "™an¥ men as all
the rest of the army? It gan.only be
accounted for on the grouad that they
bhore the brunt of the fighty that raged
with such fury in the:widinity of the
plke. Of course, 1 beliewe that the other
brigades mentioned wepe ajso there. I
may say that we were all mixed up in
the works, and no officers pretended to
give command. 1 douht whether any
company officer in my part of the line
could have mustered five :men of his
company. The officers did.good work,
however, in carrying ammunition.

Gen, Cox says that Reilly's Division
captured 22 flags and Opdygke's 10. He
asserts t(hat this statenwnt avas verified.
My private opinion is that €onrad’s and
Lane's Brigades were too busy to pick
up flags. 1 freely confess that in going
from the Carter House back to the
works I would not have picked up a
flag had there been a dozen under my
feet.

Chaplain Van Horne, whao sustained
the closest relations to Gen. Thomas,
and doubtless often reflected the opinion
of the great commander, says, in de-
scribing the battle: “The victory turned
tipon the quick forma‘ion of Lane's
Brigade in the works, the gallant ac-
tion of Opdycke and his brigade, and
subsequently upon the stubborn resist-
ance of all the troops in. line of bat-
tle.”

This, I belleve, will be the verdiet of
history.—W. W. Gist, Co. D, 26th Ohio,
Cedar Falls, Iowa.

Anlhndenuvllh Prisoner.

Editor National Tribune: I am an
old subscriber to your very interesting
and valuable paper, but sorry to say
that my name has not heen on your roll
for quite a number of vears, I am not
a deserter, but absent without leave,
and promise to renew my subscription
as soon as practicable,

I expect to go to- Andersonville next
month, to be present at the dedication
of the Pennsylvania Monument. I was
Captain of the tunnel gang who un-
earthed the famous spring. I wrote an
item several years ago, and sent it to
The National Tribune, which was pub-
lished, telling how it occurred. It might
be well to tell it again. I got permis-
sion to dig a well, and located it on the
north side about 80 feet from the stock-
ade and 160 or 200 from the branch or
stream. We dug the well about 24 feet
deep before commencing our tunnel,
which was commenced about 12 feet
from the surface. We were digging
tunnel and filling up well at night and
digging well in daylight. After digging
about 40 feet we found that we were
too near the surface, as we could hear
the tramp of the boys above us going
to and from the branch for water at all
hours of the night. We could not have
been more than two and a half feet
below the surfice. So we commenced
a downward grade. After going about
70 feet from the well, and nearing the
stockade, the one digging in the tunnel
came out and reported the earth very
moist. I went in to find that the report
was correct, thinking that we might
change our course and avoid the molst-
ure. I heard water running near by. 1
took the caseknife, which was the only
tool we had to dig with, and thrust it
in where the sound came from. Imme-
dintely the water came rushing out
nearly as iarge as my wrist. I lost no
time in getting back’ to" the well, and
reported. This was ahout.2 a. m. We
waited until about 4 . m, for the water
to make its way through the tunnel
into the well, then concluded that it
had found its way out in some other
direction, so went to investigate, and
found a rice stream of )water coming
out just under the dead-Hne. This put
an ‘end ‘to our tunnel. : It was truly a
wonder' to all what csused the spring
to break out, but those who did know
did not dare tell, for fear of being
strung up by the thumbé by old Wirz
for an attemnpt to escape: ‘I hope to see
some of my famous tunnelers at Ander-
sonville—Edwin Clark; S8ergeant, Co. I,
111th Pa., Geneva, Pa. i i

“Father Lovke” - e

Editor National Tribune: e com=-
munication of H. M. Gregg, West-
brook, Me,, in issue of 9th inst., seems
to me to give a correct solution as to
fate of Father l.ocke. I recall dis-
tinctly, when marching with the Elev-
onth Corps on road through Maryland
to Virginld, Ssomewhere between ¥red-
erick’ and’'Boonsboro, having the body of
a 8py ‘hapnging to a tree pointed, taj
the  troops. Al that could .be:diatis-
guished from the road we were on.was
a dark, muffled figure, but we were told
his name was Richardson, professing
to be a retailler of books. About all of
the army knew of the Incident, and
those marching by that road which
tcok us through Funkstown and Mid-
dletown saw the body hanging there.
I never heard of its being supposed to
be Father Locke. The exact date I can-
not recall, but a comrade of my com-
pany, Myron H. Dunn, who had picked
and eaten some green apples that day,
was taken sick and died in a few hours
that night, and we buried him in the
morning near the spot. The records at
Washington would show the date of
his death.—Wm. G. Ferguson, Co. H,
168th N. Y., Eleventh Corps, Army of
the Potomac, 27 Pulaski street, Brook-
lyn, N. Y. !

The 13th Mich. at Beatonville.

Editor National Tribune: It is claim-
ed that our brigade, consisting of the
13th Mich., 21st Mich. and 69th Ohio,
did not open the fight at Bentonville,
N. C. I want to say for the benefit of
those concerned that the Second Bri-
gade of the First Division of the Four-
teenth Corps made the charge on that
sunny Sunday afternoon of March 19,
1865. Not & gun was fired until we
fired it. I know whereof I speak. I
ate the last roasted corn and a little
plece of bacon the day of the fight for
my dinner. We had been eating roast-
ed corn then for about two weeks, and
what I was going ta do for supper 1
did not know. I went out among the
wagons to see what I could find. I
saw a mule tied to a stake, eating some-
thing. I walked up, and he had a half
ear of corn left, and I stole that or I
would have been supperless that night.
I would be glad to hear from a 69%th
Ohio boy any time.—W,., A. De Hart,
‘Co. C, 13th Mich., Vickerysville, Mich.

The Burning of the Judith.

Editor National Tribune: 1 was very
much interested in reading your ac-
count of the burning of the schooner
Judith at Pensacola in 1861, as I was
there and took part in the deed. I was
one of the crew on’the ‘Colorado. The
incident occurred very nearly as you
have it in The Natlonil Tribune. e
had rather a thrilling ‘time for a few
minutes, and if théy had known we
were coming it might 'have been worse.
Now, about the tompion. I, being the
painter, lettered it and 'got it ready to
send North for Lieut; Russell, although
he did not take it ffom 'the gun. It was
done by one of our créw. Russell, I do
not think, knew of 1t¥ being captured
until it was brought to''sur ship; but, of
course, the officer received all the praise,
—Joseph M, Perry,LBmEkton, Mass.

The Battle of the Crater.

Editor National Tribune: Flease Jet
me know through ,your paper the date
the fort In front of Petersburg was
blown up. I was in Battery D, 2d Inde-
rendent Pa, L. A.,, Ninth Corps. Part
of the battery was in Fort Hell and part
in Fort Steadman until the evacuation
of Petersburg.—Willlam Dreller, Pitts-
burg, Pa.

The mine explosion in front of Peters-
burg occurred July 30, 1864, and the
troops engaged were those of the Ninth
Corps, supported by the Eighteenth
Corps, with the Becond and Fifth Corps
in reserve.—Editor National Tribune.

The 107tk N, Y.

Willlam H. Arnot, Rutland, Pa.,
writes that his regiment, the 107th N,
¥., was the first regiment under the call
for 800,000 men. Comrade Arnot, who

scrved in Co. A, claims to be the young-
auloldlerottho_n‘lau_n_t._ S8 TP

. disease—Editor National Tribune,

BOSTON CORBETT.
An Army Comrade Tells of His Service
in the War,

Editor National Tribune: Two ques-
tions have been asked in The National
Tribuna lately about Boston Corbett,
the first by Comrade H. B. Van Velsor,
of Co. 1, 12th N. Y. S. M., and Co. H.{
2d N. J. three years. The first qmll-‘
tion is: “Was Boston Corbett d med
out of the U. 8. service while serwing
in Co. I, 12th N. Y. 8. M., in 18617
The second question was by Capt. Henry{
Earclay, Co. K, 12th N. Y. 8. M., 1862,
to ascertain, if possible, the fina] camp-
ing-ground of my Sergeant, Boston Cor-
bett. I knew Boston Corbett well, and
Comrade Van Velsor is mistaken. Cor-
bett was never drummed out of the U.
S. service while serving in the 12th N.
Y. 8. M., but served three terms with
that regiment and received three hon-
crable discharges. He then re-enlisted
in the 16th N. Y. V. C., and served to
the close of the war. His name was
John Corbett until he reached man's
estate. Just before the civil war he was
working in Boston, Mass,, and attend-
ing the Methodist Episcopal Church at
Brookline, where he was converted.
When he came up to be baptised or
christened he became confused when
he saw he was the only grown person
at the altar rail, the others being chil-
dren in arms, and when the minister
asked him what name Corbett thought
he asked where from, and answered
Boston, aid the good man promptly
christen=d him Boston, and ever after-
wards he would be known only as Bos-
ton Corbett. He was considered by the
boys in the regiment as a religious
fanatie, and they used to annoy him
considerably. Capt. Barclay writes
about his shooting a comrade while
coming down from Winchester. That
is correct, and in '63, when the regi-
ment was ordered to the front again,
we opened a recruiting office in the
armory, corner Fourth street and
Broadway, New York City. Corbett was
standing by the desk. I started out,
when I met the comrade he had shot,
sneaking up the stairs. I said: “Hello,
Dan.” He answered: “Get out of the
way,” aud r1ushed by me. I followed,
and saw him run at Corbett and hit
him a flush blow on the chin, knocking
him senseless. We grabbed Dan, and
handed him over to the police, and
then started to bring Corbett to. He
revived after a while, and when asked
if he was hurt he answered: *‘Not very
much. I have been expecting this for
some time.”” The next morning we
siarted for Harrisburg. On reaching
Harrisburg we crossed the Susquehanna
River and marched to Marysville, where
we intrenched. After Gettysburg we
marched to Carlisle, then to Shippens-
burg. where we threw away our knap-
sacks and began a forced march after
l.ee’s army. On entering Chambers-
burg we were ordered to close up ranks.
A Sergeant of Co. C, holding the left of
his company line, did not please his
Second Lieutenant, who ordered him to
keep the line more steady. He sald he
could not on account of the ruts in the
road. The Lieutenant =ald he would
help him, and grabbed him by the neck
and pushed him up in the road. The
Sergeant turned and knocked the Lieu-
tenant down. For this he was placed
vnder arrest and ordered to be taken
in front of the regiment at dress pa-
rade, his stripes ripped off, and be held
for court-martial. This duty fell to Bos-
ton Corbett, he being Sergeant of the
guard. He asked the officer of the
guard to relleve him, as he could not
do it. The cficer of the guard refused
his request. Then Corbett went to Col.
Ward. The Colonel told him it was his
duty, and he would have to do it. He

sald: *Colonel, I cannot humiliate a
comrade that way. There is a way out
of It. I will tear my own stripes off

first,”” and he took out his knife to do
it. The Colonel said: “Hold on, Cor-
bett; If you feel so bad about it as all
that I will have you relieved:” and he
did. We next got into the Scotland
swamps, south of Chambersburg, as
nasty a hole as I ever was In. We
neither had tents over us or blankets
under us; muck and rain, with a large
squad of prisoners to look after. We
built eampfires with fence ralls to dry
the ground enough to lie on. Corbett
was at the next fire to us. Before lying
down he got on his knees, in prayver.
S8ome of the boys had loaded up with
whisky at Chambersburg, and were ripe
for fun, and began bombarding Corbett
with-muck. He never resented it, but
continued or his knees until he fin-
pahed, then huddled up to the fire and
went to sleep. When we got out of the
swamps we pushed on to Greencastle,
where we received orders to return to
New York City on account of the draft
riots. After the riots we were mustered
out of the service. Corbett was taken
prisoner of war twice; first by Stone-
wall Jackson, while with the 12th N.
Y., at Harper's Ferry, in 1862, and
again by Mosby, while serving with
the 16th N. Y. V. C,

After the war Corbett worked for
Espenscheid, the hatter, on Nassau
street, between Beekman and Ann
streets, New York City, for a couple of
years; then went West, but did not re-
main there long. The last time I met
Corbett was at the Methodist camp-
meeting at Sing Sing, now Ossining, N.
Y. This was about 1872. He had be-
come an evangelist preacher, and short-
ly after this time he was given charge
of a Methodist Mission at Camden, N.
J. He held that charge for several
years. 1 heard that he died while in
that service.—Jacob A. Johntry, Co. A,
12th N. Y., 1862-'63, City Island, New
York City, N. Y. 7

A Picture of Boston Corbett.

Mr. Henry Barclay, of Jefferson, Iowa,
has sent The National Tribune a photo-
graph of Boston Corbett, which the lat-
ter presented to his father, Capt. Henry

BOSTON CORBETT.

Barclay, immediately after the close of
the war. The picture herewith given is
reproduced from it. Mr. Barclay writes
that he is confident that Boston Corbett
is not among the living.

The 9th Wia,

Editor National Tribune: Though I
have read a great deal about the differ-
ent regiments, I have never seen any-
thing about the 9th Wis.,, and wish that
you would be so kind as to publish
something about it.—Daniel G. Erhardt,
Racine, Wis. :

The 9th Wis. was organized at Mil-
waukee from Oct. 29 to Nov. 26, 1861,
to serve three years, and finally mus-
tered out Jan. 80, 1866. The first Col-
onel was Frederick Salomon, who was
promoted to Brigadier-General and suc-
ceeded by Col. Charles E. Salomon, who
was mustered out on expiration of ser-
vice and brevetted a Brigadier-General.
Lieut.-Col. Arthur Jacobl was in com-
mand of the regiment when it was mus-.
tered out. The 9th Wis. belonged to
Salomon’s Division, BSeventh Corps,
Armies of the Trans-Mississippl, and

BENTON’'S BRIGADE.
A Story of Denperate Fighting Before
Vicksburg.

e

Editor National Tribune: I have been
following you in your narrative of
Grant’'s Vicksburg campaign with in-
tense interest, as my regiment was one
of the firsti. 4f not the first, infantry
regiment e on May 1, 1863, at
Magnolia. Hill ¢called the battle of Port

» Which, however, is six miles
o1 more distant), and participated in
most of the batties of that campaign
and the slege, atso in the taKing of
Jackson the second time. Frem my
recollection of those events your narra-
tive is remarkable for its faithfulness
in the main; but I must ask your par-
don for offering to supplement some
portions, as a serious injustice would
be done some good soldiers to leave it
as it is. At Big Black, for instance, no
mention is made of the two 30-pound
Parrott guns manned by crews from
the 1st U. 8. Inf. These guns were
brought in by ox teams, and had come
about 10 miles, and got into action in
time to silence the enemy’'s artillery on
the bluff across the river, which had
opened fire on us, and one of whose
shots T saw pass between an officer's
horse and a tree, cutting the hitch rein
and turning the horse loose. 1 stood
near the 30-pounders and watched the
effect of the shots-as they splintered
the beech trees that grew on the river
bluff. These shots evidently precipitat-
ed the enemy’'s movements, as their
battery ceased firing and the next morn-
ing a member of the 8th Ind. found a
new General's uniform that had been
cverlooked in the hasty departure. The
two Parrott guns were commanded by
a Sergeant, who noticed me, as I was
wearing a bandage on my head from a
wound received on May 1, and though
I was a private of volunteers and he an
Acting Orderly-Sergeant of the Regular
Army, yet an acquaintance and friend-
ship sprang up which lasted while we
were in visiting distance. During the
siege of Vicksburg Maj. Malony, com-
manding one battalion of the 1st Regu-
lars, with two more 30-pounders, took

regiment. These guns did grand ser-
vice, as they could easily throw their
ghot and shell into any part of the city.

I want especially to speak of Ben-
ton’s Brigade in the assault of May 22,
at least of two regiments, which, in all
the aceounts I have ever seen seem to
have been .given little or no eredit.
Lenton's Brigade of Carr's Division, or
at least two regiments of it, made the
assault on the fort just north of the
railroad from Vicksburg to Jackson si-
multaneous with the 22d Iowa, whom
we could see attacking the fort just
south of the railroad. From our bivouac
we had to approach the fort through a
narrow ravine, which we did in column,
debouching right and left as we reached
open ground. The 99th Ill. led the as-
sault, supported by the 18th Ind., to
which I belonged. Col. Bailey deployed
his men to the left, where they were
met by a heavy fire from both fort and
rifle pit. As the 18th Ind. advanced up
the ravine they met a good many of
the 99th falling back, with Col. Bailey
seriously wounded. The 18th dashed
forward to the right, and about 60 of
them leaped into the ditch, which
broved to be at least seven feet deep.
The rest of the regiment took position
j=:st outside the ditch, and opened fire
on everything that showed itself above
the fort or breastworks. "Those of us
in the ditch found ourselves almost
helpless, as it was so deep that we
could not get out without help, while
the fort towered 16 or 18 feet above us.
But just at the north end of the ditch
there was a bulkhead of earth between
us and the rifle pit, the end of which
was full of the enemy, who were per-
sistently trying to fire down among us,
huddled together like a covy of quails.
To prevent this three of us—all that
could stand abreast in the ditch—kept
watch of the enemy, about 15 feet away,
with our guns at our shoulders, and if
a head, a hand or the muzzle of a gun
was exposed by them It immediately
recelved a bullet. While in this trying
position an incident came into my own
life which left so deep an impression
that it probably to some extent influ-
enced my whole after life, and which
you will permit me to relate. I had
supplied myself with a new Enfield rifle
from the battlefield at Big Black, which
proved to be very accurate and sound
in every way so far as I knew, but while
standing as one of the three at the head
of the ditch, where to miss a shot might
mean a life, my gun two or three times
failed to explode the cap. ' Right behind
me stood big Corp’l—big-hearted Jim
More. I turned and said: *“Jim, ex-
change guns with me.” He answered,
“No, step back, and I will take your
place,” which he did. About a minute
later a bullet from another direction
passed through his heart. With a faint
cry, he fell at my feet and was dead.
As I looked at his glazing eyes the
thought came to me, as it has many
times since, because of the weakening
of the spring in my gun he became my
substitute and died in my stead. I
learned afterwards that he had told
some of the company that that would
be his last battle. Soon after entering
the ditch two of the boys drove their
bayonets into the solid wall, by which
our color-bearer placed our colors on
the outer slope of the fort; but it was
evident that we could accomplish noth-
ing by remaining in the pit, so we wrote
a note, which we tied to a clod, and
threw out, asking for a spade, with
which we soon dug steps and nrade our
way out—all except our dead. Just
Lefore we got out Capt. Lows, of Co. F,
was killed, I think, by a hand-grenade,
Soon after we got out some one sug-
gested that we bring up artillery, and
soon a brass gun, which I thought be-
longed to Klause’s 1st Ind. Battery, was
hauled up by hand and fired many
shots, tearing down the embrasures and
igniting the cotton bales. We held our
position till nearly night, when word
came that we were to be relieved by
other troops, while we returned to our
bivouac to get something to eat. As
we formed to go back a body of men
said to be Quinby’s Division came up to
take our places, but they had only been
there a short time till the enemy made
a determined sortie and drove them
back with quite heavy loss. Now, com-
rade, this is, as T remember, the move-
ments of Benton’s Brigade, or of two
regiments of it, neither of which is
mentioned in your history. The sur-
vivors of those regiments, I believe, will
thank me for claiming some recogni-
tion of their services that day. As to
the 180th and 77th Ill. and 48th Ohio, I
can’t say where they were that day, but
I know none of them belonged to Ben-
ton’s Brigade.—Judson Williams, Co. A,
18th Ind., 1331 Palmer street, Los An-
geles, Cal.

Crossing the Mississippl.
Editor National Tribune: I have re-
ceived two papers from you dated Oct.
2 and 26, in which I see a full state-
ment of the Vicksburg campaign. I
\lvﬂlalzglve you an order issued March 30,

“Headquarters Thirteenth Army Corps,
“Brig.-Gen, P. J. Osterhaus, Command-
ing Ninth Division.

“General: You will order one regi-
ment, armed and equipped with 40
rounds of ammunition in their cartridge
boxes, and ammunition-wagons laden
with suitable ammunition, their camp
and garrison equipage and four days’

Is Camcer Hereditary?

Some physicians say no, but those
who have treated the disease extensive-
ly say that it certainly is hereditary.
Dr. David M. Bye, of 421 N. Illinois
St., Indianapolis, Indiana, a Cancer
specialist of ability, says that in his
experience of nearly thirty vears he has
treated many thousands of cases and
from his records he can trace an her-
editary tendency in 50 per cent. of the

ery situation of the body and in all
He says there is no need of

of pain or disfigurement. The Com-

lost 77 men killed and 114 died from|

bination Oil Cure 1is and
balmy, safe and sure. (23)

-

position immediately in,the rear of my |fl

stages.
the knife or burning plaster, no need |$1.00.
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Sure Cure !
For Rupture,

New Scientifie Appliance, Always s Perfect
Fit—Adjustadle to Any Size Person—Rasy,
Never Slips—Costs Less '
Zhan Many Common Made
for Men, Women or Children, I

-3,
I Send It on Approval—You Wear It—If You ‘
Are Not Batisfled, I Refund Your
Money Without a Question.
T have invented a rupture wppMance That T ean
safely say, by 30 years' experience In the ruptore bas-
iness, is the only one that will absolutely bold the
rupiure and pever sllp, and yet is cool, comfo
counforms to every movement of the body w
chafing or hurting and costs less than many ordinary
trusses. I have put the price so low that ARy persoiy

Jas. Bri Cured of by C.
tiom, Rupture by ‘

L
rich or poor, can bx and T absolutely guarantes
I make it to your : d it to you—you wear
and if it doesn't satisfy you sead It to me
will refund your money without question. That
rest proposliion ever made by a
The banks or the postmaster here In
you that Is the way I do ways
mﬂm..g hat Mr. Jas. Bri man 1
ere is w, r. Jas. Britton,s prominent 1
facturer of Bethlehem, Pa., writes \
Dear Sir:—I have been

will e}

£

rations, to report opposite these head-
quarters at 8 o'clock to-morrow morn-
ing for further orders. I would suggest
that the 68th Ind., Col. Bennet, be dee |
tached for that service contemplated. |

“By order of Maj.-Gen. John A. Mo«

Clernand. |
‘“Walter B. Scates, Lieutenant-Colonel
and Adjutant-General, Milliken'g
Bend, La.” ._‘l

I have a full report of this expedf '
tion, as we opened the way from Milli-
ken's Bend to Perkins's Plantation, 30
mifles below Vicksburg, and our gun-
boats passed Vicksburg and came to
our relief on the 26th of April, just in
time to save us from an army of rebels,
2,500 strong, collected at Perkins'g
Plantation. The rebel gunboats Queen
of the West and Webb had intended
attack us on the 27th. Bome of o
gunboats were the Benton, Loulnlg.'
Tuscumbia, Carondelet, Lafaye
Mound City, Pittsburg and Cmcimw
John M. Brown, Dayton, Q. e

<
Killed at Antictam, s b |

Editor National Tribune: ¥ read
rather singular coincidence iIn
week’s issue of your valuable paper. {
was there stated that the 6th

a8,
i

think—Ilost all their color-bearers
the battle of Antietam. In October f
lowing the battle I received word
my brother was killed in that ba i
and buried upon the field. He was p
vate in the 28th Pa. I followed the
route of the regiment to Harper's

ry, passing through Sharpsburg, wh

I found the grave and 19 others buri

in a row. The boys told me that my
brother’'s regiment had been sent out
early the morning of that dreadful day,
and that the 28th were deployed as
skirmishers. Sharpshooters from the
enemy were alert, and every color-
bearer fell, when G. A. Hoffman, my
boy brother, seized the flag and imme-
diately fell like the rest.—J. R. Hoff-
man, Sergeant, Co. B, 10th Md., Kewa-
nee, IlL
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DEAFNESS CURED
By “ACTINA.”

Ninety-five per cent. of all cases of deafuiess mg
to our attention is the result of chronic catarrh of

~ throat and middle ear. The Inner ear

cannot be reached by probing or spray-

ing, hence the In to obtain a cure

isa sclentifis

by old methods That

cure for deafness and catarrh is demon-

strated every day by the use of

ina.” *“Acuna" also |:|ml:.k -

bronch sore throat, w
ey all other

or

colds and headache; and
ments that are direct!
d::l ‘pouo pald c‘.ﬁ “l:l: 5
trial, : or w! us
your case. We give advice free
mlu proof of cures A walusble
, Prof. ;Vﬂun:dkﬂ-
on Disease, Free. ress
& London Electric Association, Dept. ¢1D, 829 W
Street, Kansas City, Mo.

Alphabetical List of Battles
Or Eacyclopzdia of the Wars,

FROM OFFICIAL RECORDS.

'he PENSION BUREAU uses it to de-
tu'-rml.nol uu: :'!" battles and incidenta of
ous

minvy“ one of the 220 battles,
mishes, and other incidents of the
War, OF % .t:u 1,251 engagements of

with loszses ‘tlol:.%ll

be referred to as easily as
Enovictge ot

£

i

the dictionary.
condenses inte omne
E?-' practically all the
All primcipal

events are givea as m
the pr‘eo of th.hgo:.k.”'_‘m -

It gives a list of Pension ra o

cases. With his Combination Oil Cure, |S. Pension Age Soldiers’
footncy dimoversd by ‘i, ne B Cpmpe Mot mnerin, o2
treatednndcuudcgnoerlnmootev-u“.ﬂm“ 4 e of

Nen‘lr bound, sent post pald, Price

{t yo\lat :u‘n::tplmu with the bool
return an ¥ money.
ddress: N. A. STRA

A 3 . 1T,
27 “F” Street N. W., Washiuxtes D, C:




